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as ii usually contains but little free fatty acids and keeps
well.
Neatsfoot oil occupies a very high place among lubricating
oils, being the best for lubricating fine machinery, especially
fine machine tools, sewing machines, cycles, small quick-
running axles, etc.
It would be equally useful for lubricating larger machines,
such as high speed turbines, dynamos, etc., but for the fact
that its high price is prohibitive. For makers of high class
lubricants, the preparation of neatsfoot oil is strongly re-
commended ; since this oil exhibits a very high state of purity
when treated in small quantities, and then forms an unsur-
passed lubricant for the finest machinery.
Neatsfoot oil owes its excellent properties to the fact
that it may be kept for years in contact with the air
without turning rancid or losing its fluidity. This latter
property it retains almost unchanged, even at very low tem-
peratures.
The method of producing neatsfoot oil is as follows : The
fresh hoofs of oxen, calves, or pigs, after thorough washing,
are boiled with water in a pan for a quarter of an hour, the
temperature being then reduced so that the liquid is no longer
in a state of ebullition. The fat collecting as an oily layer
on the surface of the hot water is constantly skimmed off
with a flat ladle and transferred to a tall, narrow vessel. The
residue in the boiling pan—the hoofs deprived of their fat—
may, if fresh, be used as food or otherwise sold to the glue
manufacturer.
After standing for some time the neatsfoot oil collects on
the surface of the liquid in the vessel in the form of a per-
fectly clear layer of golden yellow oil It is then poured off
into small white glass bottles, which are tightly corked and
exposed to the influence of direct sunlight, which very soon
bleaches the oil perfectly white.
A large number of the lubricating oils sold under various
names for oiling sewing machines, clocks, and other fine
machinery, frequently in very small bottles at a high price,
consist simply of neatsfoot oil, prepared, carefully refined,
and bleached in the foregoing manner.

